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Medico-Legal Aspects of Abortion

Dr. Asela Mendis



. To know the legal background of abortion in Sri Lanka.

. To define different types of abortions including criminal
abortion

. To be able to understand the possible outcomes of unsafe
abortions

. To know Different methods and complications of criminal
abortion

. Be able to formulate cause of death

. Be able to do proper medico legal management of abortion



Legally, abortion (miscarriage) means the
premature expulsion of the foetus from the
mother's womb at any time of pregnancy,
before full term of pregnancy is completed.




Expulsion of the products of
conception before 28 weeks of
pregnancy




Classification:

(1) Natural:
(a) Spontaneous.

(b) Accidental.

(2) Artificial:
(a) Therapeutic.
(b) Criminal.
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303.

Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry shall, if
such miscarriage be not caused in good faith for the purpose of
saving the life of the woman, be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or
with fine, or with both ; and if the woman be quick with child, shall
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine.

Explanation.— A woman who . causes herself to
miscarry is within the meaning of this section.
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Sec. 304 - Miscarriage without woman'sconsent

Sec. 305 - Death caused by an act done with
intent to cause miscarriage........

Sec. 306 - Act done with intent to prevent a child
being born alive or to cause it to die after birth...

Sec. 307- Causing the death of a quick unborn
child by an act—is culpable homicide.....



permitted

Rape/
Incest

Economic/
social
reasons

Physical
health

Condition
permitted

Conditions not



1908 drawing.
“Abortionist with a Lady ™

by Charles Leandre

Criminal abortion is the unlawful
expulsion of the fetus by artificial means. It
is a felony when any person advises, assists
in or performs an abortion.

Laws pertaining to abortion in Sri Lanka
remain restrictive. Abortion is illegal
unless the life of the mother is at risk.



Natural:

(a) Spontaneous

(b) Accidental

Abortion may occur at any time due to
natural causes. Abortion occurs in 10 to
15% of all pregnancies and is most
common about the second or third month.

Advanced maternal age

Previous spontaneous abortion

Medications & substances (smoking)
Mechanisms responsible for abortion: not
apparent

Death of fetus precedes spont. expulsion,
finding cause involves ascertaining the cause

of fetal death



_ Acute infections -rubella etc.

Chronic infections- TB
Toxic- lead...

Chronic diseases- HT, Ht Dise:
Psychological

Physical trauma



“Fibroids
“PID
"Endometritis

“Uterine abnormalities




“ Congenital anomalies
" Death of foetus
" H-mole

" Placental disease




Cultural and
religious
misconceptions of
safe abortions

J\

Unsafe abortion
practices

J\



DISTRIBUTION OF ABORTIONS
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Comparing Abortions

ABORTION TYPE
‘aﬂl’ezphume.urg by pregnancy week

_'.

Safe aboriion
meifods
1 Us
usafe atsariian
methods

ano MISOPROSTOL SUIRGIC AL MEDICAL

Up to 7 weeks

It can be performed
later in the pregnancy

Doesn't require
anaesthetic

Up to 10 weeks

VACUUM ASPIRATION

Up to 16 weeks

A non-invasive
procedure

The procedure takes
less than 15 minutes

Usually only requires
one clinic visit

A high level of privacy
and autonomy

None of the associated
surgical risks

Usually involves less
bleeding and cramping

INDUCTION:
SECOND TRIMESTER

13 to 27 weeks

healthyline

Can feel more 'natural’
and is similar to a heavy
period or miscarriage

Completely supervised
by medical staff

Can be performed under
sedation, which reduces

& Tk pain and awareness You're at home and can
parts are grasped have the support of
and pulled out. O - friends and/or family

Very low complication
rate, and a high success

rate There are telehealth

options available if you
are unable to travel to
one of our clinics

Allows you to continue
breastfeeding

MARIE STOPES To di.scuss your contraception
| AUSTRALIA options, call 1300 003 707



“Depends on the experience of the

abortionist

“Depends on the duration of
pregnancy




= Oral

" External methods
" Injections

" Local irritants

" Instrumental methods




“Ergot
"Quinine
“Purges
"Lead
“Oestrogens



.| ~Physical violence

“Strenuous exercise

“Cupping



- =Pituitary extracts

"Intra-uterine saline

“Prostaglandin



WU -Vaginal douching

"KMnO4

“Utus paste



* Higginson syringe

“ Syringe suction

" Curettage

" Dilators

" Vacuum extraction

" Penetrating instruments
* Chorionic separation.

" Insertion of castor stems.



Complications

IER INSTITUTE

IN THE DEVELOPING WORLD

6.9 million /gy
e e
are treated Health

yearly for
complications from
unsafe abortions.

More than 22,000 die from
complications each year.

guttmacher.org



Internal iliac
artery.

Abortlon

with

Soeprrtic Shoclc

A Complete Gynecological Guide four Worrmen

Features -

T he Concept of Miscarriage
Female Fertility & Sexual Problems
Septic Abortions

VWayine ‘]_?prown, NEST D

fever over 100.4
degrees

prolonged bleeding/
cramping (longer
than two weeks)

foul-smelling

vaginal
discharge

pelvic pain

A

Posterior

Anteverted uterus

perforation f!

B Retroverted uterus

Anterior




" Drugs- toxic effects

“ Intra abdominal injuries due to use of
‘violence’

“ CNS lesions- use of hypertonic saline.
= Air embolism

" Infections- salpingitis, endometritis.

peritonitis, septicaemia



“Vagal shock

“Uterine haemorrhage.
“Cervical necrosis.
“Perforation- vaginal, uterine..

"Involution/inversion of

uterus.

“ Anaemia



* Haemorrhage and shock

“ Neurogenic shock due to pain.
" Peritonitis.

= Air embolism

* Amniotic fluid embolism

= Uterine rupture

= Uterine inversion.

" Renal failure



“Septicaemia
“Tetanus
“Gas gangrene

“Poisoning




" Examine the mother-clinical

“ Examine the products of conception/child

= Autopsy of the deceased.



“ Obtain consent.....

= Signs of  pregnancy-  abdominal
enlargement, striae, breast enlargement,
milk secretion

“Signs of delivery - bleeding PV,
dilatation of cervix, open o0s, genital
injuries, foetal parts in the birth canal etc




= Signs of intervention - Injuries to cervix, presence
_ of foreign bodies, instrument marks

= Signs of complications - infections, jaundice,

= Scene visit-if possible

" Relevant investigations- Bld. Culture, x-ray,
microscopy etc.






	Medico-Legal Aspects of Abortion
	Learning outcomes….
	Definition �- Legal
	Definition�- Medical
	Classification: 
	Slide Number 6
	OF THE CAUSING OF MISCARRIAGE, OR INJURIES TO UNBORN CHILDREN, OF THE EXPOSURE OF INFANTS,AND OF THE CONCEALMENT OF BIRTHS��
	Slide Number 8
	Penal code
	Abortion laws and policies
	CRIMINAL ABORTION
	Natural: ��    (a) Spontaneous��(b) Accidental�
	Maternal causes:��Systemic 
	Slide Number 14
	Foetal causes:�
	Unsafe Abortions
	Unsafe Abortions
	THE METHODS OF PROCURING�CRIMINAL ABORTION
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Oral�
	External methods
	Injections�
	Local irritants�
	Instrumental &�Mechanical methods
	Complications�
	Causation  �of �complications
	Complications 
	Slide Number 29
	Causes of death
	Slide Number 31
	Medico legal management:
	Examination of the pregnant woman�clinical or autopsy
	Slide Number 34
	Thank you

