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Achala already had a four-year-old
son when she discovered she was
expecting, and she knew she couldn’t
keep a second child



Learning 
outcomes….

1. To know the legal background of abortion in Sri Lanka.

2. To define different types of abortions including criminal 
abortion

3. To be able to understand the possible outcomes of unsafe 
abortions

4. To know Different methods and complications of criminal 
abortion

5. Be able to formulate cause of death 

6. Be able to do proper medico legal management  of abortion



Definition 
- Legal

Legally, abortion (miscarriage) means the
premature expulsion of the foetus from the
mother's womb at any time of pregnancy,
before full term of pregnancy is completed.



Definition
- Medical

Expulsion of the products of
conception before 28 weeks of
pregnancy



Classification:

(1) Natural: 

(a) Spontaneous.

(b) Accidental.

(2) Artificial: 

(a) Therapeutic. 

(b) Criminal.



Sri Lanka’s abortion laws are among the
most restrictive in the world and
attempts at legal reform are held up in
parliament. Yet everyday hundreds of
women are thought to obtain illegal
abortions, risking their lives and long-
term health.



OF THE CAUSING OF MISCARRIAGE, OR 
INJURIES TO UNBORN CHILDREN, OF 
THE EXPOSURE OF INFANTS,AND OF THE 
CONCEALMENT OF BIRTHS



303. 

Whoever voluntarily causes a woman with child to miscarry shall, if
such miscarriage be not caused in good faith for the purpose of
saving the life of the woman, be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may extend to three years, or
with fine, or with both ; and if the woman be quick with child, shall
be punished with imprisonment of either description for a term
which may extend to seven years, and shall also be liable to fine.

 Explanation.—A woman who . causes herself to
miscarry is within the meaning of this section.



 Sec. 304 – Miscarriage without woman'sconsent

 Sec. 305 – Death caused by an act done with 
intent to cause miscarriage……..

 Sec. 306 – Act done with intent to prevent a child 
being born alive or to cause it to die after birth…

 Sec. 307– Causing the death of a quick unborn 
child by an act—is culpable homicide…..



Abortion laws and 
policies

Mental 
health

Physical 
health

Save 
woman’s 
life

On 
request

Economic/
social 
reasons

Fetal 
impairment

Rape/ 
Incest

Condition 
permitted

Conditions not 
permitted



CRIMINAL ABORTION
Criminal abortion is the unlawful
expulsion of the fetus by artificial means. It
is a felony when any person advises, assists
in or performs an abortion.

Laws pertaining to abortion in Sri Lanka
remain restrictive. Abortion is illegal
unless the life of the mother is at risk.



Natural: 

(a) Spontaneous

(b) Accidental

Abortion may occur at any time due to
natural causes. Abortion occurs in 10 to
15% of all pregnancies and is most
common about the second or third month.

Advanced maternal age

Previous spontaneous abortion

Medications & substances (smoking)

Mechanisms responsible for abortion: not 

apparent

Death of fetus precedes spont. expulsion, 

finding cause involves ascertaining the cause 

of fetal death



Maternal causes:

Systemic 

Acute infections –rubella etc.

Chronic infections- TB

Toxic- lead…

Chronic diseases- HT, Ht Dise:

Psychological

Physical trauma



Fibroids

PID

Endometritis

Uterine abnormalities
Local



Foetal causes:

Congenital anomalies

Death of foetus

H-mole

Placental disease



Unsafe 
Abortions



Unsafe 
Abortions



THE METHODS OF 
PROCURING
CRIMINAL 
ABORTION



Depends on the experience of the
abortionist

Depends on the duration of
pregnancy

Methods used in 
criminal abortions



Oral

External methods

 Injections

Local irritants

 Instrumental methods

Methods



Oral

Ergot

Quinine

Purges

Lead

Oestrogens



External methods

Physical violence

Strenuous exercise

Cupping



Injections

Pituitary extracts

Intra-uterine saline

Prostaglandin



Local irritants

Vaginal douching

KMnO4

Utus paste



Instrumental &
Mechanical methods

Higginson syringe

Syringe suction

Curettage

Dilators

Vacuum extraction

Penetrating instruments

Chorionic separation.

 Insertion of castor stems.



Complications



Causation  
of 

complications



Complications

Drugs- toxic effects

 Intra abdominal injuries due to use of
‘violence’

CNS lesions- use of hypertonic saline.

Air embolism

 Infections- salpingitis, endometritis.
peritonitis, septicaemia



Vagal shock

Uterine haemorrhage.

Cervical necrosis.

Perforation- vaginal, uterine..

Involution/inversion of 
uterus.

Anaemia

Complications



Causes of death

Haemorrhage and shock

Neurogenic shock due to pain.

Peritonitis.

Air embolism

Amniotic fluid embolism

Uterine rupture

Uterine inversion.

Renal failure



Septicaemia

Tetanus

Gas gangrene

Poisoning

Causes of death



Medico legal 
management:

Examine the mother-clinical

Examine the products of conception/child

Autopsy of the deceased.



Examination of the 
pregnant woman
clinical or autopsy

Obtain consent…..

Signs of pregnancy- abdominal
enlargement, striae, breast enlargement,
milk secretion

Signs of delivery – bleeding PV,
dilatation of cervix, open os, genital
injuries, foetal parts in the birth canal etc



 Signs of intervention - Injuries to cervix, presence
of foreign bodies, instrument marks

 Signs of complications – infections, jaundice,

 Scene visit-if possible

 Relevant investigations- Bld. Culture, x-ray,
microscopy etc.

Examination of the 
pregnant woman

clinical or autopsy



Thank you
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